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In Dec 2010, I was accepted to the position of UGSW Second Vice-President (2VP) but soon after moved to the position of First Vice-President (1VP). When Tiffany Thornhill (UGSW President) stepped down and Joe Blades (1VP) moved into her position, I also transferred positions. Unfortunately, since that time the 2VP position has been vacant. Having this position filled by a Saint John Campus graduate would assist in the strengthening of our union.  

During my time as 1VP for the UGSW (PSAC Local 60550):

1) I have travelled to Fredericton to attend the first attempt at a General Membership Meeting (April 5th, 2011), and two executive meetings (July, Aug)
2) Have had conference calls for our Union Management Committee (Dec 2010, Jan 31, April 20) as well as most Executive Committee meetings.

3) Attended two UNBSJ Joint Health and Safety Committee May 16 and July 21. Curtis Colliard has agreed to sit on the Committee as an alternative and attend a WorkSafe NB Heath and Safety workshop in August. 

4) August 10th, on UNBSJ campus with Joe Blades and Greg Ericson visited Director of Grad studies (Bruce MacDonald), as well as various Dept Chairs—Lisa Best (Psy), Rob Moir (Social Sciences), and the Biology Secretary (Chair was absent). On the same day, volunteered/attended the UNB PTA union-drive event at the School District Office in Milledgeville.  
5) Arranged catering (which was eventually cancelled by university administration) for a UGSW “Meet & Greet” in the Whitebone Lounge on the UNBSJ campus Thursday, Sept 15, 2011. Posters for this event were sent out by various departmental secretaries and about 12 our of 50 SJ members attended.
6) When I travelled to Ontario for personal research and volunteer work with Swaziland Solidarity Canada (April 2011) I was able to meet Louise Casselman, PSAC Social Justice Fund Officer (233 Gilmour St., Ottawa, ON K2P 0P1).  I look forward to building stronger networks between our local and the Social Justice Dept so that our union can take advantage of national programs which work for social justice.  

The Executive Committee has worked hard at informing and involving our membership over this year. I look forward to building the UGSW and hope more members will become active.

Finally, over this summer we had a situation at UNBSJ where a graduate student was going to be paid about $12 an hour (for attending a compulsory workshop). The UGSW was informed, used our Collective Agreement to challenge UNB administration, and the grad student eventually got their $22+ “normal” hourly rate. This is a perfect example of how and why we exist. We are pleased to stand up for the rights of UNB graduate student workers and look forward to the challenges of this new school year. 
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